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INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
 The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES), under the authority 
granted by RSA 143:21 and 143:21-a, is responsible for classifying shellfish growing waters in the 
State of New Hampshire.  The purpose of conducting shellfish water classifications is to determine if 
growing waters are safe for human consumption of molluscan shellfish.  DES uses a set of 
guidelines and standards known as the National Shellfish Sanitation Program (NSSP) for classifying 
shellfish growing waters.  These guidelines were collaboratively developed by state agencies, the 
commercial shellfish industry, and the federal government in order to provide uniform regulatory 
standards for the commercial shellfish industry.  The NSSP is used by DES to classify all growing 
waters, whether used for commercial or recreational harvesting, because these standards provide a 
reliable methodology to protect public health.  Furthermore, RSA 485-A:8 (V) states that “Those 
tidal waters used for growing or taking of shellfish for human consumption shall, in addition to the 
foregoing requirements, be in accordance with the criteria recommended under the National 
Shellfish Program Manual of Operation, United States Department of Food and Drug 
Administration.” 
 
 This document represents the fourth Annual Report of the DES Shellfish Program.  The 
preparation of an Annual Report serves two purposes.  The first is to comply with the NSSP 
requirement for an annual review of growing area classifications.  The second is to report to the 
citizens of the State of New Hampshire on the activities and accomplishments of the DES Shellfish 
Program, to describe water quality status and trends in shellfish growing areas, and to outline future 
activities to improve water quality and expand harvesting opportunities. 
 
 
PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
 
Monitoring Programs 
 
Routine Monitoring 

 
The DES maintains a routine shellfish water-monitoring program in all tidal waters in the 

State of New Hampshire.  The focus of this program is to collect and test water samples for fecal 
coliform bacteria, which is used as an indicator of contamination from human or animal waste. Data 
generated by this program are used to annually review shellfish water classifications.  Seventy-six 
stations in the Great Bay Estuary (including the Piscataqua River), Little Harbor/Back Channel, Rye 
Harbor, the Atlantic Coast, and the Hampton/Seabrook Estuary were sampled on a monthly basis for 
most of the year in 2003.  Almost 800 samples (56 sampling runs) were collected in 2003, in 
accordance with the Systematic Random Sampling Strategy described in the NSSP.  Figures 1-5 
depict growing areas and sampling stations.  Appendix 1 lists current classification and acreages for 
all growing waters, while Appendix 2 presents the most recent 30 water samples collected as part of 
the Systematic Random Sampling program. Water quality in areas currently open to harvesting is 
generally good, although some sites show rainfall-related impacts that require management on a 
conditional basis.  The 2004 routine shellfish water-monitoring program will be conducted in a 
manner similar to the 2003 program.  Results from the routine monitoring program are reviewed in 
the “Update of Growing Area Classifications” section of this report.


